CHAPTER XVI

FOOD AND THE FOREIGNER

BEFORE the decision to go ahead with the
Five Year Plan, food was scarce in Russia,
but it was more plentiful than at any other
time since the Revolution. The terrible famine
which followed the establishment of the Bolshevic
regime is now ancient history, but immediately it
passed, steps were taken to conserve existing food
supplies. This measure was in great part the
responsibility of Trotsky, who carried out sugges-
tions made by Lenin himself to hoard food supplies
against a similar famine. In the meantine, the New
Economic Policy came into force, and for a time
the people were moderately well off.

Russia was doing little or no trade with the outside
world, and consequently foreign luxuries were not
available. The best that people could procure were
supplies brought in by peasants, to whom Lenin
had, under N.E.P., restored a measure of freedom.
Collectivisation was done away with, and production
for profit, on a greatly reduced scale, was permitted.
Stalin's autocratic decision to go ahead with the
Plan upset all Lenin's careful preparations made
during the last days of his lifetime for the recon-
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